
2015  
Annual Meeting 



 
 AGENDA:  

1. Call to Order and Prayer 

2. Determination of a Quorum (25% of members in good standing)  

3. Approval of Minutes of the Annual Meeting of May 4, 2014  

4. Annual Report ï Christopher Johnson and Wayne Yankus 

5. Elections  

 
PROGRAM:  

Sally Benner, 

Vice President, Development & Strategy 

of the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine  
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The Laymenôs Club is a fellowship of lay women and 
men from around the United States.  Since 1908, we have 
worked together in support of our beloved Cathedral and its 
programs. 
 

We raise money, manage a million dollar fund from which we 
make  periodic capital contributions to the Cathedral, we hold 
educational programs which promote the Cathedralôs influence 
in the world and most of all, we hope ultimately to see to its 
completion.  

The Laymenôs Club is a 
tax exempt corporation 
under section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue 

Code.   
 

Donations are tax de-
ductable to the extent 

allowed by law.   
 

Corporate Address;  
1047 Amsterdam Ave., 
New York, NY   10025 
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In Memoriam  
 Concerning those who have fallen asleep, brothers and sisters, 

do not be sad like those who have no hope; 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
God will bring forth with Jesus all who have fallen asleep believing in Him. 

       1 Thessalonians 4: 13-14 
 
 

Watty Strouss   Astor Benjamin   Kelsey Graham 
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Message from the President  
I had the honor of succeeding Ruth Mueller-Maerki in May 
and what big shoes to fill!  Thanks Ruth for all you did for us.   
 
This is the first year of the new leadership structure and our 
officer core will serve until 2016.  This gives us stability and, 
with a President-Elect, a secure succession plan.   
 
Weôve been busy with events which are listed in full on the 

following pages.  And weôve been working closer than ever with our Cathedral staff 
counterparts.  2014 saw us give a record three gifts to the Cathedral from our capital 
fund.  If only it were bigger. 
 
There are head winds; lack of growth in our membership numbers and a shortage of   
active committee chairs.  But we continue to play our part in supporting the Cathedral 
we love.  Floreat cathedra! 

 
Christopher L. Johnson 
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Fellowship and Educational Events  
 

Since our founding, our Club has held educational events 

to promote the Cathedralôs role in the world and fellowship 

events to bring cathedral builders together.  Here are 

some events we sponsored or co-sponsored in 2014; 

 

Special Guest Ethan Anthony speaking with  
Senior Guide Tom Fedorek in October at the 

Ralph Adams Cram 150th celebration  
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Members enjoying the Guastavino Tour  

January 30  Sneak preview of the Phoenix 
February 8   Participation in Absalom Jones Day 
March 15   Special tour of the Phoenix Project 
March 29   Northfield development presentation 
May 5   The 106th Annual Meeting 
May 18   Cathedral Garden Tour, given by the   
    Cathedral Gardens Conservancy 
June 8   Strawberry Festival 
June 28   Guastavino Tile 'triple play' Tour 
October 25  Ralph Adams Cram 150th birthday 
November 1  All Saints Memorial Service, Library tour  
    and lecture on Madeleine L'Engle 

December 8  Saint Nicholas Toy Collection for CCC 
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Management  
It takes a lot of meetings to run any organization.  Your club holds quarterly 

Board meetings and other external meetings with staff as needed.  Here is 

a partial list of formally scheduled meetings; 

 

January 15  Board of Governors meeting 

January 23  Investment Committeeôs annual investment review with TIAA-CREF. 

February 11  Club President and Treasurer meet with Shelley Grossberg, Vice President 

    Philanthropy, to discuss upcoming capital projects. 

March 4   Fabric Committee attended by Club President 

March 12   Board of Governors meeting 

June 4   Board of Governors meeting 

September 8  Executive Committee meeting 

September 9  Fabric Committee attended by Club President 

September 10  Board of Governors meeting 

November 5  Budget Committee & Executive Committee  

December 9  Fabric Committee attended by Club President 


